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by not inflicting severe penalties won them no support from the mob, Sacheverell
was found guilty: he was suspended from preaching for three years, and the
two offending sermons were burnt by the public hangman; but he was still
permitted to read prayers in church; and whenever he did so people flocked
to see and hear him.

From all over the country came addresses begging Anne to dissolve parlia-
ment, and the queen, in the belief that it was the popular will, at last decided
to change her ministers. She acted cautiously. She refused to see Sarah
Churchill, undoubtedly because she wished to avoid the " scene " which would
inevitably accompany their meeting. That unpleasant experience could not
be avoided. In a towering rage the duchess burst into the royal apartments
and upbraided the queen : poor Anne broke down ; but she nevertheless refused
to be browbeaten by her friend, and the duchess left the royal presence with
the command to put into writing anything that she had to say.

The Whigs were completely taken aback by Anne's behaviour; and divided
among themselves they were unable to avoid the wrecking of their cherished
plans. Little could be said when the queen replaced Kent by .Shrewsbury,
because the former agreed to resign from the office of Lord Chamberlain on
receiving a dukedom; but a howl of rage went up when Sunderland, whom
Anne detested for his advanced Whig views, was commanded to hand over
his seals of office to Dartmouth ; and when in August Godolphin fell and Harley
and St John were brought back in the following month, it was realised that the
end had come. Anne still clung, rather pathetically as it happened, to the old
ideal of a non-party ministry; but the Tory triumph at the elections which
followed her dissolution of parliament at the end of September merely repre-
sented for her a change of political masters; and her sublimation to the Tory
will was completed when, early in 1711, she dismissed from her posts at court
her old friend, Sarah Churchill.

The Tory leaders Harley and St John, who were soon to become Earl of
Oxford and Viscount Bolingbroke respectively, were determined to strain every
nerve to bring the war to an end. Anne's health was not good, and her
Hanoverian successor was already so comfortably esconced in the Whig pocket
that his accession must result in a return of the Whigs to power; and that
would mean a continuance of the war which pressed so heavily upon the
landed interest. Early in 1711, therefore, St John was entrusted with the
delicate task of opening negotiations with the French. He went to work with
the greatest possible secrecy, even lying to friends and foes that anything was
afoot; and after eight months the basis of a settlement was reached. It was
thereupon agreed that a conference of the belligerents should meet in the follow-
ing year at Utrecht, and the English government undertook that their allies
would be " coerced " into accepting the terms agreed on.